
ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 
IN THE EARLY MODERN WORLD

NEW RESEARCH AND PERSPECTIVES 
ON THE HOLY OFFICE 
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Napoli 16th | 18th September 2025 

Biblioteca Pagliara, Università degli Studi Suor Orsola Benincasa, via Suor Orsola 10 - Napoli

16th September 2025, 3.00 p.m.

Institutional greetings
Lucio d’Alessandro, Rector of “Suor Orsola Benincasa” University
Gabriele Capone, Sovrintendente Archivistico e Bibliografico della Campania 
Mgr. Giuseppe Maglione, Director of the Archivio Storico Diocesano, Naples 

Session 1 - Rediscovering Inquisitions’ Archives 
Part 1 - Sources
4.00 p.m.: Giacomo Alberto Donati (Università di Pavia), The consilia of Pietro Belo (†1571) in the Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana: first explorations of a general/special law 
source
4.25 p.m.: Alessandra Mita Ferraro (Università e-Campus), Giulio Carpegna (1760-1826), Last Inquisitor in Malta: His Diary Discovered
4.50 p.m.: Rita Foti (Università degli Studi di Palermo), Visite alle navi e graffiti: vecchie e nuove fonti del Santo Uffizio di Palermo
5.15 p.m.: Bruno Lopes (Universidade de Évora), Financial Sources for the Study of the Portuguese Inquisition (16th-19th centuries)

17th September 2025, 9.00 a.m.
Part 2 - Archives
9.00 a.m.: Matteo Lazzari (Università La Sapienza di Roma), The Mexican Inquisition: A History of Documentation, Preservation, and Fragmentation Across Centuries
9.25 a.m.: Elena Deanda-Camacho (Washington College), Embodying the Archive in Inquisitorial Scholarship
9.50 a.m.: Riccardo Bonafè (Università Tor Vergata di Roma), From the Restoration to the Risorgimento: the last historical phase of the Bolognese Inquisition through its 
survived documentation
10.15 a.m.: Miguel Rodrigues Lourenço (NOVA Universidad de Lisboa, Universidade Católica Portuguesa, Universidade de Lisboa Cátedra de Estudos Sefarditas Alberto 
Benveniste -FLUL), The processos collection of the Lisbon Inquisition in the Arquivo Nacional/Torre do Tombo and its importance for studying the Goa Inquisition
10.40 - 11.00 a.m.: Coffee break

Part 3 - Research paths
11.00 a.m.: Donatella Gagliardi (Università L’Orientale di Napoli), The Valdés brothers on the Index: a new focus on the trials of the Venetian Inquisition (16th century)
11.25 a.m.: Hélio Elias Jaber Filho (Faculdade de Filosofia Letras e Ciências Humanas,, Universidade de São Paulo), Disputes Amongst the Lisbon Inquisition and the Secular 
Justice in Relation to the Maghreb Corsairs of the 17th Century
11.50 a.m.: Juan Carlos Mantilla (Kings College London), The Lord of the Rings in the Andes: Magical Metalcrafting and Inquisitorial Trials in sixteenth-century Lima
12.15 a.m.: Pedro Espinoza Melendez (Autonomous University of Baja California), The Spanish Inquisition and California’s missionary regime
1.00 p.m.-2.30 p.m.: Lunch break

Session 2 - Mirroring the World: Propaganda Fide archives (and beyond)
Part 1 - Africa and America
2.30 p.m.: Pierluigi Valsecchi (Università di Pavia), Studying Each Other Closely: West Africans and Europeans in Roman Sources (1634 - 1702)
3.00 p.m.: José Pedro Paiva (Centro de História da Sociedade e da Cultura da Universidade de Coimbra), A Polyphonic view from extra-European worlds under the 
Portuguese Royal Patronage. Entangled Perspectives and Circulations of Knowledge at the Propaganda Fide (1622-1640)
3.30 p.m.: Luca Codignola (University of Notre Dame, United States; Saint Mary’s University, Halifax, Canada), Missionary Routines vs. Doctrinal Strictures in the Relationship 
between Propaganda Fide and the Holy Office: Early North American Issues

Part 2 - East Asia
4.00 p.m.: Angelo Cattaneo (CNR-National Research Council), Missionary Archives and the Shaping of Transformative Retrospective Narratives: From the ‘Successes of 
the Indies’ to Japan as a ‘Land of Martyrdom’
4.30 p.m.: Isabel Pina (Macau Scientific and Cultural Centre), Linking Rome and the Jesuit Missions in East Asia: A Network of Procurators (16th–18th Centuries)
5.00 p.m.: Michela Catto (Università di Torino), Final remarks

18th September 2025, 9.00 a.m.
Part 3 - Near East
9.00 a.m.: Cesare Santus (Università degli di Trieste), How (Not) to Be a Counter-Reformation Bishop: Eastern Catholic Prelates in Early Modern Rome
9.30 a.m.: Elisabeth Richard (École Pratique des Hautes Études , Paris - Università L’Orientale di Napoli), Rome and Georgia in the 17th century through the specter of 
the Theatine missionaries
10.00 a.m.: Carlo Pelliccia (CNR - Istituto di Linguistica Computazionale, Università degli Studi Internazionali di Roma), The Chinese Experience of Cassio Blandolisi (1683-
1751) in the documents of the Archivio Generale delle Scuole Pie
10.30-11.00 a.m.: Coffee break

Key-note lecture
11.30 a.m.: Antonella Romano (EHESS Paris), L’englobement du monde comme horizon du catholicisme romain. Acteurs, moyens, résultats

With the participation of: Matteo Al Kalak (Università di Modena e Reggio Emilia), Vittoria Fiorelli (Università Suor Orsola Benincasa, 
Napoli), Massimo Carlo Giannini (Università di Teramo), Nico Bortoletto (Università di Teramo), Nicoletta Bazzano (Università di Cagliari), 
Giovanna Granata (Università di Cagliari), Maria Teresa Fattori (Università di Teramo), Querciolo Mazzotis (Università di Teramo),                                      
Greta Spineti (Università di Teramo), Silvia Toppetta (Università di Modena e Reggio Emilia), Davy Marguerettaz (Università di Cagliari).

Scientific Committee: Matteo Al Kalak (Università di Modena e Reggio Emilia), Nicoletta Bazzano (Università di Cagliari), Vittoria Fiorelli 
(Università Suor Orsola Benincasa, Napoli), Massimo Carlo Giannini (Università di Teramo).

The iniative was funded by PRIN 2022 Digital Inquisition: strumenti di fruizione e accesso multimediale per l’Archivio della Congregazione 
per la Dottrina della Fede (Prot. 2022YSXWKS – CUP E53D23000390006) and PRIN 2022 PNRR NETEX - NETworks and EXchanges within the 
Congregations of the Roman Curia: a digital analysis of the Early Modern Church archives (Prot. P2022L5RN5 – CUP D53D23021350001). 

Project Mistic VR in collaboration with RE:LAB on concept development and technological, graphic, visual, and experiential execution.
In collaboration with “Centro interdisciplinare di Studi Margini e confini”, Università degli Studi Suor Orsola Benincasa.

														            

Coordinamento eventi
Margherita Musello


